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Characteristics of Mao Zedong’s Carrying Forward
the Historical Initiative and Its Contemporary Enlightenment

DING Junping &CHEN Wanwan
(School of Marxism Studies, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, China)

Abstract; The spirit of historical initiative refers to the historical subject actively responds to the
opportunities and challenges and firmly grasp the initiative of historical development on the basis of analyzing
historical laws, studying and judging the general trend of the times, and gathering the strength of the subject.
With his strong historical initiative, Mao Zedong led the Chinese people to completely change their own destiny
and the face of the country. Mao Zedong’s historical initiative is mainly embodied in summarizing historical
experience, following the rules of understanding, deepening historical cognition, strengthening historical self-
confidence, grasping favorable conditions, grasping historical opportunities, daring to fight, being good at
fighting, and respecting the main position of the people. We should take history as a mirror and create the
future. At present, under the situation of the interweaving of “two overall situations” , studying and leamning
Mao Zedong’s characteristics of carrying forward the historical initiative spirit can provide important
enlightenment for continuing to win the historical initiative in the new era and new journey and to take the new
road of taking the examination.

Key words: Mao Zedong; the historical initiative; historical law; historical self-confidence
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