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The Intrinsic Mechanism and Practical Reflection of
Mao Zedong’s Creative Transformation of the Traditional
View on Knowledge and Action

CHONG Juan & QIU Gengtian

(School of Marxism Studies, Central Party School of the Chinese Communist Party/National Academy of Governance, Beijing 100091, China)

Abstract: Promoting the creative transformation of China’s excellent traditional culture is fundamental to
activate the vitality of traditional culture and the necessity of building a socialist cultural power. Mao Zedong
creatively transformed the categories, subjects, relationships, and cognitive processes of the traditional view on
knowledge and action. The reasons why he achieved to creatively transform the traditional view on knowledge
and action were mainly due to the practical needs of revolutionary struggle which prompted him to reflect on the
shortcomings of the traditional view on knowledge and action, the exploration of the view of knowledge and
action by the modern intellectuals which provided inspiration for him, the Marxist view of practice which
provided guidance for him, and his own learning and revolutionary experience which laid the foundation for
him. The systematic interpretation of Mao Zedong’s creative transformation of the traditional view on knowledge
and action is of important implications for promoting the creative transformation of China’s excellent traditional
culture in the new era, that is to strengthen the excavation and elucidation of China’s excellent traditional
culture, pay attention to activating it with the demands of the times, adhere to the scientific guidance of
dialectical materialism epistemology, and attach importance to promoting exchanges and mutual learning among
different civilizations.

Key words: Mao Zedong; the traditional view on knowledge and action; practical theory; creative

transformation ; China’s excellent traditional culture
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