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The New Features of the Bildungsroman of
American Ethnic Minorities in the 21st Century

GUO Wei' & XIN Hongjuan®

(1. School of Foreign Languages, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China;
2. Faculty of Foreign Languages, Ningbo University, Ningbo 315211, China)

Abstract; The Bildungsroman of American minorities focuses on the confusion, epiphany, and growth of
minority protagonists during their adolescence, with identity politics, gender issues, and ethnic minority
culture at its core, constituting an integral part of American ethnic minority literature. With the evolving global
landscape and the increasing prominence of diasporic identities among ethnic minority writers, 21st-century
American ethnic minority Bildungsromans exhibit novel features. They undergo significant changes in narrative
structure, character portrayal, and themes of growth, with the narrative structure expanding beyond time and
space; protagonists’ self-healing abilities strengthening; the coming-of-age ceremonies becoming more
metaphorical and ethnically specific; and the themes of growth being more ethnic, contemporary, and socially
instructive. These new features hold significant academic values for understanding the identity and cultural
heritage of American ethnic minorities.

Key words: American ethnic minorities; Bildungsroman; narrative features; characterization features;
thematic features
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