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On Civil Liability for Pollution Damage in Enclosed Spaces

ZHANG Bao
(School of Law, Zhongnan University of Economics and Law, Wuhan 430073, China)

Abstract; Indoor, car and other closed space due to harmful gases exceeding the pollution damage caused
by the situation is becoming more and more frequent, but how to determine its civil liability is still facing greater
controversy. Only from the interpretation of the text cannot determine whether the closed space pollution should
be dealt with as a case of environmental pollution infringement. However, based on the purpose of the
interpretation, the closed space pollution cannot fully satisfy the environmental pollution infringement of
publicity, imbalance and danger, and therefore should not be qualified as environmental pollution infringement
liability. This does not mean that the closed space pollution damage should not be relief, from the perspective of
system interpretation, the closed workplace pollution damage should be based on industrial compensation
insurance , supplemented by general tort liability or product liability ; other closed space pollution damage can be
through the contractual liability, product liability or general tort liability for relief. In addition, in view of the
health standards related to the pollution of enclosed space is to protect public health ‘gatekeeper’ , violation of
such standards should be used as an important basis for judgement of fault, damage and causation.

Key words: enclosed space pollution; indoor environment; environmental tort liability ; product liability ;
breach of contract liability
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