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The Generating Logic, Practical Connotation and Times
Observation of Mao Zedong’'s Thought on
External Communication During the Yan’an Period

CHEN Jiyin"? & LIU Jiaxuan'
(1. School of Marxism Studies, Xi’an Jiaotong University, Xi’an 710049, China;
2. School of Journalism and New Media, Xi’an Jiaotong University, Xi’an 710049, China)

Abstract; Mao Zedong’s thought on external communication during the Yan’an period is a scientific
inheritance of the communication thought of the classic Marxist writers, a realistic reflection of the in-depth
study of the current situation and the struggle for public opinion support, a refinement and sublimation of the
CPC’s early experience in press and communication, and a subjective reflection of Mao Zedong’s personal
character and his communication practice. The practical connotations of Mao Zedong thought on external
communication are as follows: adhering to the principle of Party spirit to promote the revolutionary cause,
focusing on issues to gain international recognition, seeking cognitive empathy by utilizing expressive rhetoric,
leveraging on diversified communicators through kiln diplomacy, enriching the construction of channels through
the implementation of the “establishment and breakthrough” approach, and adjusting the strategy of external
propaganda in accordance with the standpoint of the audience. With history reflecting reality and looking into
the future, Mao Zedong’s thought on external communication during the Yan’an period is of great value for
strengthening the construction of international communication in the new era.

Key words: Yan’an period; Mao Zedong; external communication; Xi Jinping Thought on the Culture;
international communication efficiency
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