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Mao Zedong’s Exploration and Contribution to the International

Relations Theory with Chinese Characteristics .
Based on the Studies of the Division Theory of the “Three Worlds”

QU Hongqiang
(School of Marxism Studies, Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084, China)

Abstract: The “Three Worlds” theory is a classic model of the sinicization and modernization of Marxist
international relations theory by the Chinese Communists represented mainly by Mao Zedong. It is a
representative achievement of international relations theory with Chinese characteristics. After the World War
I1, the international landscape underwent profound adjustments. Mao Zedong analyzed the global situation by
using Marxist international relations theory and proposed the “Three Worlds” theory, which provided a
scientific understanding of superpowers, the Third World, and the international anti-imperialist and anti-
hegemonic struggle. It revealed the nascent multi-polarization within the two camps and the rise of nationalist
states, presenting the post-war international landscape from a Chinese perspective. Guided by this theory,
China’s foreign relations have opened up new development space, and the vast number of Third World
countries have clarified their direction and strategies for opposing international hegemonism. The scientific
methodology contained within this theory holds significant implications and references for the continuous
innovation and development of international relations theory with Chinese characteristics in the new era.

Key words: Mao Zedong; “ Three Worlds” theory; international relations theory with Chinese

characteristics ; methodology
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