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Deduction by Analogy: On a Possibility of Unifying Chinese
and Western Philosophical Thinking Ways

YU Huan
(School of Philosophy, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310000, China)

Abstract: When comparing philosophical thinking ways between China and the West, it is often assumed
that ancient Chinese mainly relies on analogical argumentation, while the Western people are focused more on
logical deduction. The difference between analogy and deduction has been discussed thoroughly by many Chinese
and Western scholars, while the connection receives little attention. The notion of structure-mapping in
mathematics can be used for formalizing the process of analogy. It is showed that processes of abstraction and
deduction also involves structure-mapping. Furthermore, the conception of icon and other relevant conceptions in
Peirce’s semiotic theory can provide more theoretical details for the integration of analogy and deduction. It is
argued here that the integration, which already has been widely recognized in fields of philosophy of mathematics
and logic, now should also be extended to the unifying of Chinese and Western philosophical thinking ways.

Key words: analogy; deduction; structure-mapping; predication; Chinese and Western philosophical
thinking ways
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