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Alienation Narrative of Annie Ernaux’s Les Années

WANG Yuqing & LIN Zhixin
(School of Foreign Studies, Minnan Normal University, Zhangzhou 363000, China)

Abstract; Annie Ernaux’s Les Années employs a fragmented writing strategy to piece together a
comprehensive history of post World War II France, presenting the everyday fragments and life dilemmas of
ordinary individuals from multiple dimensions. The novel reveals the complex psychological journey of those
who traverse social classes, examining the themes of alienation and estrangement that permeate the text and
alludes to the inescapable self-alienation, familial estrangement, and temporal alienation of contemporary
individuals face. The narrative perspective of alienation expands the interpretive space of Les Années ,uncovers
its aesthetic value and reveals the subtle social reflections within the work and the author’s profound humanistic
concern.

Key words: Annie Ernaux; Les Années; Alienation narrative; postmodernist
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