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Urban Dilemmas in Future Cities of Science Fiction .
A Case Study of The City of Ember and Artemis

ZHOU Mingying
(College of International Studies, Shenzhen University, Shenzhen 518060, China)

Abstract ; Future cities in science fiction literature often exhibit characteristics of isolation and enclosure ,
revealing profound social issues. Jeanne DuPrau’s The City of Ember and Andy Weir's Artemis portray
challenges, such as resource scarcity, urban injustice, and environmental crises, reflecting unequal power
structures and imbalanced resource distribution. The technological visions of future cities not only criticize
social injustice but also depict individual struggles against inequality and the pursuit of freedom. Through these
depictions, science fiction offers a profound reflection on contemporary social contradictions, inspiring a
reevaluation of justice and sustainable urban development. It provides imaginative and critical pathways for
envisioning a more equitable and inclusive urban future.

Key words: science fiction literature; enclosed cities; urban injustice; spatial production
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