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The Divide Between Elegance and Vulgarity and the Dilemma of
“Entering Elegance” ; On the Ambiguity of Cultural
Positioning in Ming Dynasty Court Opera

HUANG Jun"?
(1. School of Humanities, Shanghai Normal University, Shanghai 200234, China;

2. School of Humanities, Hunan University of Science and Technology, Xiangtan 411201, China)

Abstract: The court of the Ming dynasty followed the traditional ruling strategy of distinguishing between
the elegant and the vulgar in the field of music culture and respecting the elegant and suppressing the vulgar,
which led to, on the one hand, the performance of theatre activities, as a part of the ceremonial activities,
gave rise to the change of representations adapted to the elegant and cultural standards; on the other hand, the
theatre, due to its own vulgar cultural attributes, was in the predicament of being deliberately suppressed for a
long time at the court of the Ming dynasty. This dichotomous state of being favoured by the elegant cultural
system for ceremonial purposes and being suppressed by the qualitative nature of secular music made opera
appear as an " attachment" after the performance of elegant music, and it was still difficult for the
representations of opera, such as literature, music and stage presentation, to be accepted by the elegant music

system, even if they had been transformed by elegance.
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