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On Legalization of International Economic
and Trade Rules of the Digital “ The Belt and Road”

ZHANG Chunyu

(School of Law and Public Administration, Hunan University of Science and Technology, Xiangtan 411201, China)

Abstract ; Digital trade has become an important engine to promote the high-quality development of “The
Belt and Road”. China and the countries along “The Belt and Road” have focused on building digital
infrastructure and network platforms, promoting digital trade, and gradually establishing a digital “The Belt
and Road” system. There are conflicts and competition in existing trade rules regarding new issues, such as
electronic signatures and authentication, online intellectual property, and cross—border data flow, and thus
there is an urgent need for a more comprehensive set of economic and trade rules to address them. Therefore ,
we should build digital trade rules at the regional and multilateral levels, take the construction and
development of the digital “The Belt and Road” as the starting point, rely on the “The Belt and Road”
strategy, adopt such cooperation mechanisms as integration, asymmetric interests, and non institutionalized
dispute resolution, avoid excessive liberalization, discriminatory or rule setting models, actively implement
multilateral agreements, such as digital international trade, and promote e=WTP cooperation mechanisms, in
order to form a global digital international trade platform.

Key words: digital “The Belt and Road”; international economic and trade rules; digital trade;

economic cooperation

(wAERST  RKABF)

183



