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Mao Zedong’s Aesthetic Education Thought and
Its Realistic Enlightenment

ZHOU Yuehua & SHI Wenlong
(School of Marxism Studies, Xinjiang Normal University, Urumgqi 830017, China)

Abstract; Mao Zedong’s aesthetic education thought is a highly condensed social and aesthetic ideal of
the proletariat. From the perspective of content composition, the content of Mao Zedong’s aesthetic education
thought includes natural aesthetic education, social aesthetic education, and artistic aesthetic education.
Among them, the core direction of natural aesthetic education is to make people become non abstract spiritual
beings in reality. The value basis of social aesthetic education is to cultivate people who meet the needs of the
times’ development and are both physically and mentally integrated. The central task of artistic and aesthetic
education is to create literary and artistic works that serve the people and socialism. In terms of basic
characteristics, Mao Zedong’s aesthetic education thought is the unity of theory and practice, reality and
romance, as well as content and form. In terms of implementation methods, it advocates self—education with a
sincere and restorative spirit, highlighting noble and pure example education, and striving for historical
comparison education. In the new era and new journey, we must adhere to and develop Mao Zedong’s aesthetic
education ideology, uphold the political stance of putting the people first and the overall pattern of embracing
the world, anchor the goal and mission of promoting aesthetic taste and comprehensive human development,
and adhere to the socialist direction and the practical approach of interaction between theory and reality.

Key words: Mao Zedong; aesthetic education ideas; realistic enlightenment
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