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On the “Telex-Style” Cuban Sugar Map Narrative
in Rachel Kushner’'s Telex from Cuba

ZHANG Hairong, ZHAO Zhekai
(College of International Languages and Cultures, Hohai University, Nanjing 211100, China)

Abstract; Rachel Kushner’s novel Telex from Cuba contains “telex-style” Cuban sugar maps and engages
with the colonial history of Cuban sugar production. The novel depicts three sugar maps. On the one hand, the
narrative method employs diégésis telexes and focalized narrative telexes to structure the “telex-style” Cuban
sugar maps. On the other hand, it uses event narrative telexes to collage the map details. Beneath the surface
of transnational economy, Kushner hides her satire of the colonial bias of American sugar company managers.
This deeply analyzes the “layered” identity of Cuba under sugar production colonialism, and highlights this
map narrative has a value of revealing American hegemony.
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