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On the Dilemma of Individual Self-Morality in the Digital
Intelligence Era. Its Formation, Manifestation and Adjustment

ZHOU Dan & WU Xinying
(School of Marxism Studies, Hunan Normal University, Changsha 410081, China)

Abstract: The integrated development of big data and artificial intelligence has ushered the entire society
into the digital intelligence era, exerting profound and extensive influences on people’s production and life, and
even altering their values and moral outlooks at the spiritual level. From the perspective of individual self-
morality, the advent of the digital intelligence era inevitably brings about certain dilemmas, such as the
situational time and space caused by the elimination of boundaries, the “disembodiment” caused by human-
machine dialogue, and the virtual subjects brought about by digital technology. Under such dilemmas, individual
self-morality has been negatively affected to some extent, manifested as the blurring of mainstream values, the
weakening of moral emotions and responsibilities, and the weakening of moral will. Therefore, it is necessary to
adjust individual self-morality. Firstly, individual self-morality adjustment in the digital intelligence era should
highlight the orientation of value rationality. Secondly, individual self-morality adjustment in the digital
intelligence era should consolidate the foundation of clear moral boundaries. Thirdly, individual self-morality
adjustment in the digital intelligence era should strength the focus on self-aware, self-control, and self-
conscious. In summary, individual self-morality in the digital intelligence era has its dilemmas and specific
manifestations, thus the adjustment of individual self-morality is of both theoretical and practical values.

Key words: digital intelligence era; individual self-morality; dilemma; manifestation; adjustment
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