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An Analysis of the Essence and Contemporary Value of
Mao Zedong’s Thought on Socialist Cultural Construction

WU Wenhao' & ZHOU Xiangjun®
(1. School of Philosophy and Social Development, Shandong University, Jinan 250100, China;
2. School of Marxism Studies, Shandong University, Jinan 250100, China)

Abstract; Mao Zedong’s thought on socialist cultural construction, adhering to the basic principle of
historical materialism, effectively reveals the strategic position of socialist cultural construction in the
penetrating analysis of the dialectical relationship between culture, economy and politics. From the dialectical
unity of the general evolution logic of proletarian revolution and the historical logic of Chinese social
development, it deeply interprets the historical necessity of socialist cultural construction. The basic
connotation of socialist cultural construction is expounded scientifically from the aspects of adhering to the
guiding position of Marxism in the field of ideology, adhering to the fundamental direction of serving the people
and serving socialism, and building the new scientific and popular culture of the Chinese nation. It clearly
reveals the practical requirements of socialist cultural construction from the aspects of insisting that a hundred
flowers bloom and a hundred schools contend, insisting that the past serve the present, and the foreign serve
the Chinese, carrying forward the moral style of socialism, and giving full play to the role of intellectuals. This
thought, with rich connotation, rigorous logic, complete system and lofty position, creatively explores and
answers the major topic of “why to build socialist culture, what kind of socialist culture to build, and how to
build socialist culture” , having distinctively contemporary value.

Key words: Mao Zedong; socialist cultural construction; essence; contemporary value
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