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The Methods of Thinking Embodied in On the Ten Relationships
and Their Implications for Chinese Path to Modernization

WU Riming & HU Zongju
(School of Marxism Studies, Nantong University, Nantong 226019, China)

Abstract: On the Ten Relationships is Mao Zedong’s classic work of expounding the construction rules of
socialist modernization using scientific methods of thinking. On The Ten Relationships utilizes the Marxist
doctrine of contradiction to discuss the ten major issues of overall importance in China’s economic and social
construction. The book is rich in dialectical thinking. Upholding and promoting the Party’s fine traditions, it
has drawn lessons from the modernization experiences of socialist and capitalist countries worldwide,
embodying profound historical thinking. At the same time, this work also puts forward the ambitious strategic
goal of “building a strong socialist country” , analyzes the external strategic environment of “a possible ten-
year or longer period of peace” , and clarifies the major strategic principle that “workers and peasants are the
basic force”. Revisiting the thinking methods contained in On the Ten Relationships is of great significance to
promoting Chinese path to modernization in the new era.

Key words: Mao Zedong; On the Ten Relationships; methods of thinking; Chinese path to modernization
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