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Approaching Disabled Body and Care Ethics in The Pale King

WANG Hang & YANG Jincai
(School of Foreign Studies, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract; The Pale King, a novel by American writer David Foster Wallace, recounts an IRS based story
encapsulating the identity crisis and ethical dilemma encountered by its employees with anomalous bodies.
Empowered by the hegemony of normal bodies, the employees often feel like oscillating between fear and
obsession with disability identity, enhancing their disabled embodiment experiences of pain, shame and
passing, and reversely affirming their palpable disability identity. Through varied normal body discourses,
cultural economy spaces like IRS, medical institutions and entertainment facilities produce and exploit
deformed disabled bodies, such as extraordinary, medical and consuming bodies. Then, care ethics concerning
self-care and mutual care serve as an invaluable approach to resisting against the hegemony of normalcy and
maintaining the liveliness of disabled lives. Thereby, the novel reflects upon the dominant normal body culture
in postmodern American sociely, reasserts the materiality, visibility and dependency of disabled bodies, and
pledges the humanistic spirit with the essence of new disability care ethics.

Key words: The Pale King; disabled body; normalcy; care ethics
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