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Approaching the Ethics of Hospitality in
the Animal Writing of Paul Auster's Timbuktu

Xu Xiyi

(School of Foreign Languages, Southeast University, Nanjing 211189, China)

Abstract: The novel Timbukiu by contemporary American writer Paul Auster explores how humans and
dogs transcend the limitations of species, language, and body to form interspecies partnerships, displaying an
ethical tendency towards “absolute hospitality”. Mr. Bones’ experiences serve as a metaphor, uniquely
presenting the historical situation of Willy and his family as Holocaust survivors. The dog in the novel, as an
image of the “Other” , profoundly reveals how marginalized groups are driven away from their homeland and
become constructed and dehumanized beings in the processes of power expansion and assimilation. The novel
warns of the possibility of historical tragedies repeating, sketching an ideal place of friendship and equality
named “Timbuktu” , while presenting an ideal model of partnership and its ethical implications. Through his
unique animal wiring, Auster explores the survival struggles of marginalized groups in contemporary American
society, and conveys a profound humanitarian concern.

Key words: Paul Auster; animal writing; the ethics of hospitality ; partnership
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