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Decline and Reconstruction of Teacher
Authority Under the Rule of Law

YANG Yao
(School of Politics and Public Administration, South China Normal University, Guangzhou 510000, China)

Abstract: The decline of teacher authority not only exposes the limitations of the traditional “obligation-
centered” educational philosophy, but also highlights the long-term accumulative issues inherent in the
educational rule of law. In traditional society, teacher authority depended largely on rituals and Confucian
orthodoxy , making it difficult to meet the demands of modern society. In the new era, it is urgent to reconstruct
teacher authority by shifting toward a legally grounded form of authority that centers on rights, powers, and
honor, thereby establishing a comprehensive legal framework of protection. Specific measures include, at the
national level, amending the Teachers’ Law to advance the legal safeguarding of teacher honor systems,
developing a statutory framework for the exercise of teacher powers, and enhancing the normative system for
protecting teacher rights. At the school level, reforms should focus on improving sustainable mechanisms for
incentivizing teacher honor, clarifying the statutory scope and limits of teacher powers, optimizing the
contextual application and dynamic adjustment of teacher rights, and standardizing the supervision and
protection of teacher authority. Only through coordinated efforts on multiple fronts can the legal foundation of
teacher authority in the new era be fully strengthened.
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