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A Historical Materialist Interpretation of
Mao Zedong’s Concept of the People

XU Zhenjiang
(School of Marxism, Shandong Normal University, Jinan 250358, China)

Abstract ; Historical materialism serves as the epistemological foundation and methodological basis for the
formation and development of Mao Zedong’s concept of the people, constituting a consistent thread throughout
his thoughts. The shift from idealism to materialism marks the logical starting point of this view. Through a
profound understanding and definition of the concept and extension of the people, Mao Zedong creatively
formulated the Party’s mass line and the theory of people’s democratic dictatorship. This process reflects his
deepening understanding of the people’s role and significance in the Chinese revolution, while representing a
quintessential practice of integrating historical materialism with China’s revolutionary reality. On this basis,
Mao endowed historical materialism with new connotations and interpretations, achieving its inheritance,
development, and innovative application. This has laid both theoretical and practical groundwork for the
Communist Party of China to adopt a scientific approach toward Marxism, uphold the ideological, working,
and leadership methods of seeking truth from facts, and adhere to the fundamental political stance of putting
the people first.

Key words: Mao Zedong; concept of the people; historical materialism; put the people first
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