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On Jin Yuelin’s Theory of Universal Propositions

YANG Hongyu
(School of Philosophy and Public Management, Henan University, Kaifeng 475004, China)

Abstract: The topic of universal propositions is an important issue in contemporary analytic philosophy,
and it also serves as a conceptual framework in Jin Yuelin’s philosophy. Jin believes that traditional studies on
universal propositions are confined to empirical experience, while in reality, the domain of quantifiers in
universal propositions encompasses all conceivable objects, transcending space and time and pointing towards
the future. Universal propositions express inherent truths, which people can understand through the principle of
induction. The universal propositions derived from induction can be falsified, but the principle of induction
itself, as an essential conceptual tool for organizing experiences and understanding the world, would not fail.
The inherent truths expressed by universal propositions originate from the relationships between universals,
representing an important development in the Daoist perspective. Compared to the progress made by
contemporary analytic philosophers in universal propositions, Jin Yuelin has developed a more operational
scheme for them with Chinese philosophical terminology.
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