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The Blind Spot in the Interpretation of“ Race” .

The Class Dimension in the BrexLit Autumn

LIANG Xiaohui
(School of Foreign Languages, University of Science and Technology, Beijing 100083, China)

Abstract; After the Brexiters’ victory in the UK’s 2016 referendum, there has been a widespread
criticism that “Brexit supporters harbor racism” across various sectors in the UK. This is particularly the case
for the representative Brexit novel Autumn. The critical community generally believe that the chaos of Brexit
depicted in the work stemmed from the xenophobic mentality of the British people. The “fence” phenomenon
and the “passport” incident reflected the racial discrimination of the lower-class people in the UK. Drawing on
the distinction between “thing” and “object” in Thing Theory, this paper reads the things in Autumn, clarifies
the misinterpretation of “racism” in the work by the critical community, and elucidates the class dimension
that this misinterpretation conceals.

Key words: Autumn, Brexit fiction, Thing Theory, racism, class clash
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