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The Legal Path and Limitations of Animal Protection
from the Perspective of Environmental Ethics

PENG Zhongyao
(School of Law, Hunan University, Changsha 410082, China)

Abstract; Environmental ethics is a science that studies the moral relationship between humans and
nature , which has a significant impact on the construction of environmental legal systems and rules. In terms of
its content, environmental ethics generally includes three perspectives, i. e. anthropocentrism, non —
anthropocentrism, and ecocentrism. Different environmental ethical views will present certain differences in the
legal positioning and specific paths of animal protection. From the perspective of ecocentrism, animals are
neither “ordinary objects” like “pots, pans, and utensils”, nor can they be given a legal subject status
similar to “humans” and exercise legal rights based on it. On the contrary, animals should be given a legal
status that falls between “humans” and “ordinary things” as “special things”. On the basis of formulating the
Basic Law on Animal Protection and improving the system of special laws on animal protection, it is advisable
for China to establish a three-dimensional protection path that combines positive safeguard measures and negative
sanction measures. At the same time, given the differences in ecological values among different animals, animal
protection must also adhere to certain boundaries, specifically manifested in the limited scope and in varying
degrees of protection, in order to form necessary, reasonable, and limited animal protection rules.

Key words: environmental ethics; ecological centrism; animal protection; special objects; legal limitations
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