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Why Did the “Yan’an Style” Defeat the “ Xi’an Style” .
A Historical Review of Mao Zedong’s Experience in Party
Building During the Yan’an Period

ZHOU Xianxin & SONG Mengting

(School of Marxism Studies, Nanjing University of Information Science and Technology, Nanjing 210044, Jiangsu Province)

Abstract; During the Yan’an period, the Central Committee of the Communist Party of China, with Mao
Zedong at its core, scientifically grasped the historical laws of the rise and fall of political parties, continuously
advanced theoretical innovation in guiding ideology, and consciously upheld the fearless courage of self-
revolution. They always care deeply about the future and destiny of the Chinese nation, leading the entire Party
to cultivate the “Yan’an Style” characterized by enterprising spirit, integrity, pragmatism, unity, and hard
struggle. This style fundamentally defeated the “Xi’an Style” , which was marked by passivity, corruption, empty
talk, factional struggles, and extravagance. The successful construction of the “Yan’an Style” established
historical experience in Party conduct building, focusing on upholding the spirit of struggle, practicing the mass
line, adhering to a systemic perspective, combining correction and cultivation, and improving the conduct of
cadres. This has significant historical reference value for advancing Party conduct building in the new era.

Key words: Mao Zedong; “Yan’an Style” ; “Xi’an Style” ; Party style
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