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Rediscussing the Problem of“ Cognitive Paradigm”
Mao Zedong’s View of Traditional Culture

LI Wen
(School of Marxism, Guangdong University of Finance, Guangzhou 510521, China)

Abstract: In Mao Zedong’s cognition of Chinese traditional culture, there exists a compound cognitive
paradigm, namely the humanistic cognitive paradigm, the scientific cognitive paradigm, and the materialist
dialectical cognitive paradigm. This compound cognitive paradigm is particularly prominent in his cognition of
Buddhism. Before becoming a Marxist, he mainly evaluated Buddhism based on the humanistic cognitive
paradigm and the scientific cognitive paradigm. From the perspective of the humanistic cognitive paradigm, he
believed that “religion can be dispensed with, but belief is indispensable”. From the perspective of the
scientific cognitive paradigm, he regarded religion as a form of superstition. After becoming a Marxist, he
approached Buddhism from the materialist dialectical cognitive paradigm, believing that Buddhism contains
many dialectical elements. This compound cognitive paradigm has important enlightening significance for
continuously promoting the “second combination” in the new era.

Key words: Mao Zedong; traditional culture; cognitive paradigm; “second combination”
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