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Understanding Jin Yuelin’s On Therefore

ZHOU Zhirong
(School of Philosophy, Zhongnan University of Economics and Law, Wuhan 430073, China)

Abstract ;. On Therefore is one of the significant treatises on logic published by Jin Yuelin 50 years ago. In
that treatise, Jin Yuelin makes a strict distinction between implication and inference, i. e. between “if-then”
and “therefore”. Some scholars misunderstood the idea of “class-nature” of inference in the treatise, where
Jin Yuelin indeed did not intend to attribute the class-nature or the class-relativity to formal logic, not even to
negate the validity of it. The claim that inferences are relative to classes is not the core one that he had argued
for. His more general idea on inferences is rather that inferences, as human’s cognitive acts, are relative to
epistemic contexts. Jin Yuelin’s aim in making the distinction between implications and inferences is to discuss
a significant problem concerning formal logic, that is, the problem of the epistemic contributions of formal
logic. Taking his thoughts on the distinction and connection between implication and inference as ground, Jin
Yuelin gives a positive resolution to the problem.

Key words: implication; inference; formal logic; formality; epistemic contributions

(Jriext  BmF)

OEH-CGE L) 5T ARUFTEL™) ) ), (B EHFT) 2020 455 12 1],
43



