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Toward an Ecological Community : Public-Private Partnership Pathways
for the Stewardship of Biological Resources in National Parks

HUANG Hui & LUO Wei
(School of Law, Fuzhou University, Fuzhou 350116, China)

Abstract: Exploring public-private partnerships ( PPPs) for the stewardship of biological resources in
national parks is an inevitable choice for moving toward an ecological community. The PPP pathway in this
context denotes the deployment of mechanisms for social participation within a public-interest-oriented process
of biological resource stewardship in national parks. Under the ecological-community paradigm, the traditional
administration-led stewardship model remains deficient in multiple respects, specifically the construction of a
coherent normative framework , the delineation of power-responsibility boundaries, the design of benefit-sharing
rules, the arrangements for risk allocation, and the procedures for dispute resolution, and it is thus ill-suited
to practical needs. Regarding the theoretical compatibility between biological-resource stewardship in national
parks and PPPs, the ongoing transformation of governmental functions, the progressive consolidation of
normative and practical foundations, and the interactive integration of public and private actors together
cultivate an enabling institutional environment for their harmonious co-evolution. Accordingly, PPPs for the
stewardship of biological resources in national parks should be further underpinned by legal support and policy
guarantees ; the boundary of powers and responsibilities between public and private actors should be reasonably
demarcated ; fair and stable benefit-sharing mechanisms should be established ; robust yet flexible risk-sharing
mechanisms should be improved; and clear, transparent dispute-resolution procedures should be instituted, so
that practice progressively approaches the ideal cooperative configuration envisaged by the ecological
community.

Key words: ecological community; national parks; biological resource stewardship; public-private
partnership ( PPP)
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