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The Normative Allocation of Referral Clauses in the Ecological
and Environmental Code

PAN Jia & WU Haoyu
(School of Law, Beijing Wuzi University, Beijing 101149, China)

Abstract: As an institutional device connecting diverse normative systems, referral clauses play a
specially normative function in the compilation of the Ecological and Environmental Code in the context of
moderate codification. The referral clauses in the first-instance draft of the Draft of the Ecological and
Environmental Code still have shortcomings, such as unclear configuration logic, and lack of hierarchical
systems. The configuration objectives of the referral clauses in the Ecological and Environmental Code need to
be clarified from the dual dimensions of static normative coordination and dynamic adaptive adjustment. The
ought-to-be configuration logic includes three aspects: the normative connection with other departmental laws,
the internal and external structural arrangement of moderate codification, and the improvement orientation of
the environmental legal system. Based on the above, the normative configuration of referral clauses needs to be
supported by a typed analytical framework, and the configuration path should be reconstructed in combination
with the differences of each chapter of the Code, so as to transform the referral clauses of the Code from a
normative collection into an organic system.

Key words: Ecological and Environmental Code; Draft of the Ecological and Environmental Code;
referral clauses; single-piece laws
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