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From the Interconnection of Heart-Mind and Intention to
the Mutual Grounding of Sincerity and Rectitude .
A New Exploration of Wang Chuanshan’s Theory on the
Relationship Between Rectifying the Heart-Mind
and Making the Intentions Sincere

YAN Liuyang
(School of Philosophy, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract: On the issue of the relationship between rectifying the heart-mind (zhengxin) and making the
intentions sincere (chengyi) , Chuanshan deconstructed the sequential order of the “Eight Items” in The Great
Learning from the perspectives of the relationship between knowledge and action as well as textual exegesis. He
argued that “sequence” implies “urgency and priority”, and on this basis, he explicitly proposed the
principle that the heart and intentions are interconnected, and sincerity and rectitude are mutually causative.
The interconnectedness of the heart and intentions serves as the conceptual foundation of Wang Chuanshan’s
theory on the relationship between rectifying the heart-mind and making the intentions sincere. He regarded the
will (zhi) as the heart-mind, where the heart-mind (or will) connects with the body through intentions, and
the heart and intentions function as each other’s substance and manifestation. The mutual causation of sincerity
and rectitude reflects the dual connotations of Wang Chuanshan’s theory ; the will governs intentions, rectifying
the heart-mind to make the intentions sincere, and intentions deceive the heart-mind, making the intentions
sincere to rectify the heart-mind. Rectifying the heart-mind and making the intentions sincere interact with
each other, neither taking precedence over the other, and together constitute an important part of Wang
Chuanshan’s theory on the cultivation of mind and nature. The principle of interconnected heart and intentions
and mutually causative sincerity and rectitude proposed by Chuanshan represents a continuation and evolution
of the Neo-Confucian theories on the cultivation of mind and nature.

Key words: Wang Chuanshan; rectifying the heart-mind; making the intentions sincere; interconnectedness
of heart and intentions ; mutual causation of sincerity and rectitude
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