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Mao Zedong’s Creative Transformation and
Innovative Development of the Idea of Great Unity

WANG Xiangqging & YANG Xue
(Research Center for Mao Zedong Thought/School of Marxism Studies, Xiangtan University, Xiangtan 411105, China)

Abstract: Mao Zedong’s creative transformation and innovative development of the idea of great unity are
reflected in four aspects, namely politics, economy, ethnicity, and culture. Political great unity involves
reshaping political centralism through the political system of the dictatorship of the proletariat and the method
of social revolution, and utilizing democratic centralism. Economic great unity, based on the dialectical unity
of the national economy, landlord economy, and the yeomanry economy, correctly grasps the status and
developmental sequence of agriculture and industry, thereby promoting the overall transformation from a
traditional agrarian state to a modern one. Ethnic great unity takes the system of regional ethnic autonomy as its
fundamental system, with national unification as the fundamental prerequisite, to foster the common
development of all ethnic groups and solidify the community of the Chinese nation. Cultural great unity
involves, based on adhering to Marxism’s guidance over ideology, stimulating the creative vitality of China’s
fine traditional culture to better shoulder new cultural missions.

Key words: Mao Zedong; great unity; creative transformation; innovative development; Enlightenment
of the Times
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