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The Evolution Logic and Contribution of Mao Zedong’'s Thought of
“Political Power Grows from the Barrel of a Gun”

WANG Li' & LIU Chenhua®
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2. School of Marxism Studies, Yichun University, Yichun 336000, China)

Abstract; In the late period of the Great Revolution, facing the severe situation that the rightist forces of
the Kuomintang openly betrayed the revolution and massacred the Communists and the revolutionary masses,
Mao Zedong deeply realized the extreme importance of mastering and defending the revolution with guns. At
the August 7th Conference, Mao Zedong took the lead in putting forward the important conclusion that
“political power is obtained from the barrel of a gun”. In the revolutionary practice of leading the Autumn
Harvest Uprising on the Hunan-Jiangxi border, establishing the Jinggangshan Revolutionary Base and building
the Central Soviet Area, Mao Zedong founded the revolutionary theory of “encircling the cities from the
countryside and seizing power by armed forces”. On the occasion of the full-scale outbreak of the War of
Resistance Against Japanese Aggression, Mao Zedong put forward the idea of establishing a broad national
revolutionary united front to fight against the Japanese aggressors. In the war of liberation, Mao Zedong led the
Chinese People’s Liberation Army to fight a real people’s war. Mao Zedong’s thought of “political power grows
out of the barrel of a gun” is a creative theoretical achievement of combining Marxist proletarian revolutionary
theory with the concrete reality of the Chinese revolution, which has made great original contributions.

Key words: Mao Zedong; the barrel of a gun; political power; armed struggle

FAERA  EAE)

OCBEFAREE (B 1 6) ), NIRRT 1991 417, 55 186 T1,
QCBFEARLRE (55 2 45) ) , AR 1991 -1, 5 542 T,

56



