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Historical Clarification for Later Jin Yuelin’s
Thoughts on Logic and Its Present Relevance

ZHANG Jianjun
(School of Philosophy/Institute of Modern Logic and Application, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract; Currently, research on the logical thought of Jin Yuelin, the founder of modern logic in
China, is still characterized by emphasizing his early thought while neglecting his later thought.
Underestimation and negative evaluations of his later thought remain mainstream in academic circles, which is
closely related to popular misconceptions, such as his alleged “complete abandonment of his own previous
theories” or “disingenuous work”. The verification of his debate with Ai Siqi and related historical facts
reveals that defending the scientific status of formal logic not only served as a key starting point for Jin’s later
thought, but also formed a consistent thread throughout his lifelong research. Jin’s unique demonstration of the
objective basis of formal logical principles effectively resolved the historical “fast knot” concerning the
relationship between formal logic and dialectics. Contrary to claims of his later theoretical abandonment, his
major constructive contributions to the philosophy of logic were all inheritance and developments of his earlier
ideas. His self-criticism of earlier theories was not disingenuous, but rather an independent exploration guided
by social practice theory and materialist dialectics. Clarifying these historical facts is essential for uncovering
the profound treasures within Jin’s later thought and highlighting its multifaceted relevance to the present.

Key words: later Jin Yuelin; logical thought; formal logic; dialectics; philosophy of logic
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