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On Spatial Writing in The Town and the City

YU Min
(Faculty of Foreign Languages, Huaiyin Institute of Technology, Huai’an 223001, China)

Abstract; Jack Kerouac’s The Town and the City, through its spatial narrative centered on a New
England industrial town, depicts the spatial reconfiguration of American society in the first half of the twentieth
century via the experiences of three generations of the Martin family. The novel constructs a dialectical
relationship among productive space, exotic space, and domestic space, revealing the inherent contradictions
of capitalist spatial production: industrialization and the violence of war erode traditional local bonds, while
domestic space, anchored in memory and emotion, emerges as a poetic realm resisting the alienation of
modernity. In an era when digital technology and geopolitical forces are reshaping spatial perception, the novel
offers a historical reference for understanding the identity crisis of the age of mobility and highlights the
theoretical potential of literary spatial criticism to engage with contemporary reality.
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