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Defining the Scope and Reshaping the Framework of Degree
Conferral Standards in the Context of Education Code Codification

XU Jing & WU Xiaolin
(School of Law, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract; Within the framework of educational codification, to address the urgent need for normative
certainty and systematization, the degree conferral standards system should be restructured based on the
normative semantics of The Degree Law as its foundational logic. This system establishes a dual-tiered structure
comprising “ academic standards” and “non-academic standards,” with the dividing line between them
determined by whether specialized individuals must engage in professional intellectual judgment. As the
substantive core, academic standards follow the progressive logic of “academic accumulation-academic
creation/professional application,” addressing the capability question of whether applicants “can” earn a
degree. Within this hierarchy, CET-4, as an optional tool element, should revert to its foundational role within
academic performance standards. Non-academic standards, serving as prerequisite thresholds, follow a
cumulative logic of “general virtue+academic virtue,” addressing the question of whether applicants “should”
be granted a degree. This approach advocates strict adherence to legal provisions to eliminate generalized virtue
requirements. “ Exam cheating” as a polysemous category requires nuanced deconstruction. General exam
cheating, as the primary meaning, falls under academic conduct standards. Plagiarism in final papers, as a
potential meaning, constitutes a case of imagined concurrence. Classifying it as an “academic performance
standards” achieves the dual goals of thorough evaluation and proactive prevention.

Key words: codification of education laws; doctrinal jurisprudence; academic standards; non-academic
standards; cognitive linguistics
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