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Young Marx’s Attitude Towards the German “Immanence”
Cultural Tradition and Its Practical Implications

YANG Zengdong & DANG Jiamei
(School of Marxism Studies, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: The question of “how to approach one’s own cultural tradition” constitutes a critical issue in
the process of modernization. The German “Immanence” cultural tradition serves as the premise for young
Marx to answer this question. This tradition, which emphasizes introspection, makes the German people
respond to the identity crisis arising from the “absence” of a unified nation-state through cultural nationalism,
while speculative philosophy serves as the “ cultural medium” sustaining this nationalism. While the
“Immanence” tradition cultivates the cultural consciousness and distinctive philosophical depth of the German
people, it also predisposes intellectuals to displace political and social questions onto the domain of abstract
thought, thereby estranging them from concrete realities. The young Marx transcends this tradition by critiquing
speculative philosophy’s substitution of abstract reasoning for practical transformative action, and exposing the
parochial worldview of German nationalism. The scientific attitude demonstrated by Marx in critiquing the
German “Immanence” cultural tradition provides implications for advancing the “Two Integrations” in the new
era of China.

Key words: Marx;the German cultural tradition; “Immanence” ; the “Two Integrations”
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