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The Discourse Representation, Pragmatic Functions,
and Diachronic Evolution of “Xjian (X Iil,)”
as a High-Certainty Epistemic Stance Expression

PANG Haiwei' & CHEN Changlai"’

(1. International College of Chinese Studies, Shanghai Normal University, Shanghai 200234, China
2. School of Chinese Studies and Exchange, Shanghai International Studies University, Shanghai 200083, China)

Abstract: A set of “Xjian(X JL)” expressions, including “tuijian ( #£ W,)”, “xiangjian (48 0L)”,
“kejian(A] I,) ", and “zujian( JE W, )", function as the epistemic stance-taking of high credibility degree.
The preceding discourse of “Xjian (X 0IL)” is based on consensus conventions, personal experience, and
second-hand information, while the following cited content belongs to inferences such as value judgments and
essential cognition. Among all discourse modes, “second-hand information + ‘ Xjian (X W,)’ + essential
cognition” accounts for the highest proportion, while “consensus conventions + ‘ Xjian (X I{,)’ + value
judgment” accounts for the lowest proportion. “Xjian ( X JL)” has the procedural pragmatic functions of
indexing inferential discourse, as well as the subjective pragmatic functions of demonstrating epistemic primacy
and highlighting the focus of expression. Diachronically, the individual members have undergone varying
degrees of grammaticalization. Their initial development into verbs benefited from the semantic bleaching and
subjectivisation of “jian( Ii,)”, while their subsequent transition into conjunctions was driven by mechanisms
of reanalysis, extension, and subjectivisation.

Key words: Xjian(X L) ; high credibility degree; the epistemic stance
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