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Equivocation and Pragmatic Alignment

LIAO Kai-hong
('School of Foreign Studies, Jinan University, Guangzhou 510632, China)

Abstract; In verbal communication, linguistic alignment, contextual alignment and informational align-
ment may come into being, yet pragmatic misalignment may also arise, in the course of using and comprehen-
ding equivocation. Pragmatic alignment may serve as the basis for successful communication and act as the ef-
fective operation mechanism in verbal communication, whereas pragmatic misalignment may bring about nega-
tive effects, but not causing the communication total failure.
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