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A Study of the Polysemy of “Sweet” from
the Perspective of Cognitive Construal
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Abstract: The English basic taste term “sweet” is a typical polysemy, and its polysemization is closely
related to the cognitive construal of the conceptulizer. With the construal of metaphor, “sweet” is polysemized
across the domains, such as the polysemization from the domain of gustatory perception to the domain of audi-
tory perception, visual perception, mental perception, and so on. With the construal of profiling, “sweet” is
polysemized within the same domain, such as the polysemization from the descriptive sense to the substantive
sense within the domain of mental perception.
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PRVTBTRIRE . A ST IA IR R A R R 5 1] “ sweet” — 1] 22 SCROBLR FEATHRT

1 ARIIRAE

NHIE 5 7 AT T A 28 50 R AT S A Ja o WA A A 0y X8 Atk R il 51 5 Y
FOERIIPIN P HNE S N T AR LR B o X — s — 7 kR 7“8 U
RS BE G, 3 — 07 T LS T 38 S 3l W ——3 S TE s 56 T A RIBIL I X 22 56 6 A 7
YL 32 G AW AR 00 R, AR — I R I BT T B ARSI A A SR TR
B DR AR 2 ERUWESNER , BA ShABYE A PEFIBOIYE . o5 SUIAAE T AR R R
FEAR B BA TR . B ST & N 2 A AT P A B U 3 DRI, B SURAR
SMEENAA L, IE G XN XA ¢, 7RIS A S UM 72 CRIRAR) 2 /E TH#EE
R RTE SR AR o MO R R |, B SO AR 1A 2 T B 2 AN T 1Y, i e A S Pia
JH R ELE BB B2 9 (on — line construal ) , BISh &S PR AYSE S

YU AN BT R B AAS ) 405 A A RIAR [ — 15 SO RE S0 0 XETFUURAHIA I35, 20
IE 5 25T T 18, Hirb Langacker™' ™ U A 402 48 FROW “ FE G REE T A8 3 AN kR
(Selection ) ; #iLff] ( Perspective ) ; fliZ ( Abstraction) , J5 3, Langacker f /0283047 7 — 28800, ¥ iR &
TN FEME B (Specificity ) B4 (Focusing) ™ i (Prominence ) Jff (Perspective) '*> 77 Hirr “gs g
(prominence ) & —MFRIXAMGE — & ML AE AR , MU YHEAR( base) . TEX—IEIKN, &
T He— S5 R R I S AL, IUABCE AR (profile ) . — IR MM 2 3002 7 & ML & B6 AR Y B i
FERIINE . IS e — R n R, WatEid, 16— M5 52 5l o LA [F] 1) 7 205 3
ANFIFREE RS0, SRAR B T R A — N5 T s 7 R — MR 2 ORI A a]— g A8 37 5
F T Se i g€ B 7 SOR RN T AR SOR IR " o eAh, Croft & Cruse BRI S
G HPAAE AR B PR 73 9 T 5E/1™ . (Attention/Salience ) | IB/ H 452 (Judgment/ Comparison ) \HLf1/
{3 B ( Perspective/Situatedness ) . ¥ Jil/ 52 %I ( Constitution/Gestalt ) "** . o vb | 3 /1 & ( Attention/Sali-
ence ) X t— 443 A £E ( Selection ) 7 B 5EH ( Scope ) A6 & 5 %% ( Scalar adjustment ) A1} 2% 5 1 ( Dy-
namic) , $EHE( Selection ) AT R SCEARALHEA 5 P ( Profiling ) FIA% MR fif ( Metonymy ) o |/ L 44
(Judgment/ Comparison ) 1] #F — 4 40 43 >k 70 W5 4k ( Categorization ) | 21y ( Metaphor) | Fll & £/ 15 5+ ( Figure/
ground ) , WA/ {7 B ( Perspective/ Situatedness ) i #E—H 203 208 &S ( Viewpoint ) 357K ( Deixis ) W4/
W44 (Subjectivity/ objectivity ) , 4%/ 5¢ 2 ( Constitution/ Gestalt ) ] 13— 4043 Fy 25 44 & 75 Ak ( Structural
schematization ) . fJ8fj% (Force dynamics) ¢4 ( Relationality )

TR AT DA 3E 5 1) 50T ) R SN A A IX 43, Tr) 50T 4 T e A 2 o HE SR B A A N A R, T A
F A 8 ( profile ) BT 54k (foreground ) (AR F gl 7 o [l — 4 P4 25 Fh T LR ORI
BRI, PRI AR BB G, QX T A — A 2, A SR 2 (9 2 4K (thing ) |, W2 4438 , 40
SR 1Y 2 A (process ) |, JIJE ], WSR2 Y /& ¢ R (relation) , W& B 25 3A) A 1R @A) 45, i LA
THIAEI(1) (2) (3) HHY green FRBLA IR A TEEIEIE , 02 A A AR AF T [ — ML N AR 25 2R .

(1) The leaves are bright green.

(2)Major roads are marked green.

(3) They were greening our cities.

TF S X M 2 A A U 2 T AT 6k RS TR A, AT i ) — AT 26 B 2SR Tl A 1)
SHZ TR T L0 2 LG JETR IEA IR 58 1] sweet ™ J& MR 1) 22 SCiR] , G i
1Y 22 SIS AR S INHR IR UIAHOC . DRIt , HC s SCRY AR 7] LA R i) 0 AR 75 315 B e
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M S A AR, R AL T — 2 T R R sweet” — i) 22 UG T B
S T HLUR IR SO R FATT AR OB A) SR 5 2R o SRR IR TR sweet” 1 — 1) 2 LR IIE I, B
ST AR o FRATTAT AR C 2P HE S B K EEL) (Oxford English Dictionary) '™ o SUAGHES I
R e 2 A PR Lo DR R (A TR R RE ) ((Oxford English Dictionary ) “ J&— 05 T AL 5 R
{18 3 B ) S, A i) SCORB) e LA Iy s et o B B S FE i, BB iRl e p g (2R ) o ) AR
i) B R S S U BE A s e 12 R) 1) SCTE S5 B A= 1% Ho s BRI , B 516 H B0 Ay ] SOk I 4 i) S,
S B i) SCA I H B SR R SC o AR (4 HE 96 K RE ML) (Oxford English Dictionary) '™ th
B S,“ (MR8 ) A% ( Pleasing to the sense of taste; having a pleasant taste or flavour) 52 sweet” [ I 17]
S, At TR] SCHR IR T4 i TRz b H 32 8 3R] AT AR TR, 3 Sy A i) L B4
(1) (KB)FFHFM (Pleasing to the sense of smell; having a pleasant smell or odour; fragrant. Also said
of the smell or odour. )
4. The flowers gave off a sweet fragrance.
(BEAERUR R DT 7 o)
(2) () BB L3500, A1) (Pleasing to the ear; having or giving a pleasant sound; musical ,
melodious, harmonious: said of a sound, a voice, an instrument, a singer or performer on an instrument. )
U :Susan’ s voice was as soft and sweet as a young girl’s.
TR E AN L EROR R
(3) PeoRmy, ity (Pleasing to the mind or feelings. )
A : Tt was the sweet life she had always craved.
il — T SR AR A PRAR B AR T o
()T ZH, AR, T AZ WA (Pleasing to the sight = Lovely, of charming appearance. )
A : Your little boy looks very sweetin his new coat.
AT INB 258 FRobE FE T H %
(5) B 5 (a small shaped piece of confectionery made of sugar)
4N a bag of sweets —4S B
Eating sweets is bad for your teeth.
RN AR IRAL
(6) FHE ;A T s WU il % (something having a sweet taste; a sweet dish forming a course of a meal; a

pudding or dessert, etc. )
{iI1: To maintain her weight, she simply chooses fruits and vegetables over fats and sweets.
h TR B C IR, bk Rz AR RS S Az IE N AN
Ice cream is my favourite sweet.
UKL R B bR A Tl
(7) MR, 488 (That which is pleasant to the mind or feelings ; something that affords enjoyment or grat-

ifies desire; (a) pleasure, (a) delight; the pleasant part of something. )
U1: We should enjoy the sweets of life while we are young.
AT ARSI =252 HE T 1) SR R
(8)fdi-----+ Mok fdieeee fiiit (To affect in a sweet or pleasant way; to give pleasure to, delight, grati-
fy. )
4. You will hear of the news that will sweet you greatly.
PRI B — A AR AR PR BT B o
HI e A] UL, B N ZRIAFIRE ) AIE 5 B K , S R AR 5 1) sweet ™ ph l57A] S (WRIE) FHHAY™ 4174
AR SC, NTTE T —10 2 U BLGE o X 2e07 A i) S F 0045 - (UR) 5 & 09 () BiH-
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(4, PSR, R4 5 DRAR B9, M BR324, B ), T A XA 5 WA 5 BB, A T, AR 5 TR, R
R e AR e R PR

3 EIFEARGEIRsweet” —if % X BIIANFIRE ST

Langacker 1A , B4 A TE MUK SEE A ( base ) AR (profile) 7, JEAARE— iR S 25 1 () 535K,
0] B2 AR 2 S S 43 LA T A AR 43 5 0A) 1EAR 7 ((designate ) FRAF IR Lo —ANiRIE 1T X
{H ( semantic value ) AN FRLI T HAR , o AN SR 00 S5, T2 B T SRR S i 20 G o W T AR
BRG] sweet” H BE—0) 22 LAY, FoATTIA g HOAS [l i) SCA 77 A 2 B0 05 T AR i A [ 2 55
3.1 EMEAREERE

DA sweet” (R IR) U2 (BRIE) #IHAY ™, 402 (1) This sauce is too sweet. (iXFhg KA T, ) i Bz

AT SRR L E AN [] 4 ROE 2 A v 00 S8 A 1) 114 25 AR B, {8 sweeet” 407 A= B A9 3] S (AUBR) D5 & 197, 4l
(2) The flowers gave off a sweet fragrance. (#AERUA HEHE 5 ) 7L, A) (1) A9 “ sweet” “ (BEHE ) &
(07 J T R w SRR S, TR AR e A 2 IR o SRR AR, 7 2 M e B A e I 0 8 1) i o3 i — M SR A 1Y
RS2 A (2) 1 sweet” (R D57 1Y Jais T MRG0 81 S, T 1) MR A R A S MRS SRR BE AR, A
FAA T BT S5 ) B A TR — Rh S A7 IRz o TR, 3 Ao A AR, R TR ) ) 0 i ——— 3 7 1 S
[ sweet” [ ] SCSZHR by D SRR 35K 1] PSS JR R S5 P 43 S5, AT 3] SCphy A B JB e S (A TE ) i
(87 A A HE BT ] SC, BIVILSE RN S (AR D5 A&7 o R, 1) SO (R ) B, D36 1y, Rl i o
S BRI S (WRIE) Y™ i By iR A AT AR ke , 1) SO (R ) BEERAY  DRSE Y, R Y™ ST 1Y
MR A R AR T 5 SR A, P2 A B A o BT S ) B A3 2 — P S A sz o BT AR IR A i,
“sweet” [T SC 2R H R 8 R ) W 5 SRR SR I ) 50 S L DA TG 68 JH 3R] S S B el R R S (R TE ) i
(7 B LB IR S (COBR) D5 A 7 BT A o 1) SO AT, B Y, PN B B TR A S, )2
T 2o A PR E TR S CRARTED) Y™ A7 A TR, 3200 i R SO T P R o 5 A I 00 o J R R 44k, T
WA B R — RS RIERZ o B TR R, sweet” (1) TR) SCEH IR B8R R 45 380 Wi i J R
Sof¢, AT 5 L] S5 300y WA i S R SR i SRR SRR AT A o ) S BRAR T, i BR P 000 J P A — T S A
800 BRERSZ ™ B T UG P R A 2 o JERURR R B4 3200 S A 2 3 ok R M A, e R i SRR S (B
) R AT AR o B TAHIR A ———Fh SE AP Y JRRSZ ,  sweet ™ 118 3] SCEH R 50 SRR 450 5 38).00 2R
SRR, DA T JH ) S92 B P A i S R SC3).C BRURRR SR A= o

HT SR D, S ek g R , A ] B 00 S — b SE 4F RS2, (o A i 3R] sweeet ™ 114 ) S Pl R 9 J25%
RV ] MR SRR S I R A A S R S R JL R A ST, DA T o8 32 3] 174 ) S R S (BRI
A AT AR HOBT B8] SO R ) D5 A 1 5 (A ) B -1, D038 10, RIS 1Y 5 AT 22 1, 2B N, F N0y 5
PUREY, TrbRry” o
3.2 EEGAEMNEZ

Langacker TAy , 15 125 0054 A L3 52 ) J01 198 268 SN 288 0 LA DX 43, 1) 300 £ 3 10k Y S O by B A )
AN , T2 B L 8 (profile ) B4k (foreground ) AR gk iz 77, ] — MR 28 1 T HLK
fitt 75 AN R N S R AN TR], AT B A [ A T Y W . Bk T ) — A N A, A R A S A
(thing) , 244 1] , AN 2RAN 2 Y 2 78 (process ) , W2 2y in), A0 R0 5 11 2 ¢ & (relation) , W] @2 I 745 |
ARl s ) A o 3 A ] B A A R A [ B O3, R B 3] sweet ™ 28 B HH AN [ B T Y G, AT
SEPRTE AR ST . BACK, © sweet” [ ER] L (WRIE ) B IR B0 LA TP G R (rela-
tion) ", I IL A5 18] B TR I 0 s o T sweet” 1Y 44 1) SCWEAL BE R, A T, WU At #R 2 H Y 3R] L
“OMGE) FIAY " ATAR TR o sweet” R 25 10] SC* (WRIE ) FHFAY” 144 1) SCWEAR &, A T, UG #it AR
SIS U R ] )RR s R A —— DR B B A (R B AT TN . 1 M A B A [ J o PN 4 . TR 25 1A)
S CURIE) BHEY 02 S W R RAE e RO R, RO AT 28 13 R0 S b A i ) MR 252 RN 3, 44 1) SC
CORERG TR AT USRI SR A B AT B R ER PR 6 R VRHIE R IS
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o P, 3 A 0] ) — A A R AN TR 100 AN () 25 4 A0 ., (5 IR0 1) sweeet” B ) SCR AR T 1
AR AR SCHTAS S (MRGE ) TR0 7 A= BT B0 ) SRR s BHET, A T, SRUG RH AR o sweet” (44 1) X

CHUR AR RIS Sl e RIR ol BT DR R R sweet” [T AT 119 00 BRUBORT SCS BRAR 1
TR AR TR o 440 SO PRIR AR Bl ] S (- PR - B DR A 0] S DRAR 1Y, i PR

F19” R P A ) A R A R —— O BRSO A (EZ BTN 2 M A S A rh ) A ) oy el b . T
R S PRSI R PR ™ SR AL L R RO AR S AT 8 D B R R 0 B2 4 ] S PR
IR AR 0 S A (thing) |, 17 By i) 3L fi - BRR (- i DR 00 Sk 4 2 3 2 (process ) o PRI, i
X [ — R R A o —— O BRBR RE A ) AN ] B 70 AN [ 2 R A T I S, (DR 1] sweeet” 935) L T 2

Ta) P 0 BUREN S HRAR IR, TR A3 A H A O A 4% 1) SRR IR AR RN Sl ) SC el BRR o eeeeee
4 ZHiE

T AT A P FEA R GE 1] sweet” — 3] 22 SCANFIWT ST, A 1 B — ) 2 SO 9 7 A 5 B AT A A
PURA R DI R ol BT, DRE TR sweet ™ RIS B 5 R R 5 Fr) 4] SCATT A, 200y AR i J R SC 1) Wy
R S A B S O SRR ST AR o TH e o 0 S DL , SRR AR A i) ] 52 R ] — S s A 1Y
) SCRTAE, Qe o o [R] — B R R P A AN [ 10 A [RI S5 AR A5 000 2, AT R 5 1) sweeet ™ 1) ) Ly JE
25 S 1) 4 ) SCR Sy i) SCROATAE o PRI, TE % AR A 45 A 1R WU A 7 A 1 ) I sk i A Il e s
T ] — 311 2 B H 22 AR (] 4 3] SO 22 A [ RO T 125 Y, B2 I — 1) 22 SR B AR
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