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Choice of Chinese Characters in Transliteration and the Rhetorical
Functions of Chinese Transliterated Words
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2. School of Foreign Languages, Hunan First Normal University, Changsha 410205, China)

Abstract ; Transliteration is an often — used and effective rhetorical device as well as a method of pronun-
ciation — based translation. Choice of Chinese characters is free thanks to the dominance of homonyms in the
Chinese language. After a detailed summary and analysis of the rhetorical functions which are shared by all
transliterated words, or specific of pure transliterated words or homophonic transliterated words, it is reached
that different choice of Chinese characters in foreign language — Chinese transliteration leads to different rhetor-
ical functions of being pleasant to the eyes, humorous and fashionable.
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